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1. Briefly, what are the key principles of cognitive learning theory? Which principle best suits your personal teaching style? Why?

Learning depends on experiences, Learners construct—they do not record—knowledge in an attempt to make sense of their experiences, Knowledge that is constructed depends on and builds on knowledge that learners already possess, learning is enhanced by social interaction, learning requires practice and feedback. My favorite principle is the first one, learning depends on experience. I am a firm believer of hands on activities! I think that it would be an amazing environment for my students and myself when we are working together on real life projects. They will learn so much, and understand why I am teaching certain things. I remember being in class, and just trying to understand why we were learning about things that I did not see as “important.” When I could see reason in what was being taught, I was more willing to listen, and I remember more about the activities then the lectures. I want them to remember what I am teaching to them. Doesn’t every teacher?

2. What are the essential steps when planning your instruction? Create one activity plan for the grade you plan to teach following these steps. \
Introduction and Review is step one. Remind the students of the previous lesson to help them get ready for the lesson that you have prepared to teach. It will help grab their attention. Developing an understanding is step two. I will need to understand what I am going to teach them so that they will be able to understand it when I am teaching it to them. Guided practice is number three. I will need to have a way to keep them with me; by using a worksheet, an activity, a movie, a lecture, something to help them understand it and remember. The Last step is independent practice. I will use individual work once in a while. It is time for studying and learning for themselves.

3. How will your essential teaching skills contribute to your student’s learning?

I will hopefully learn how each student learns best, and then try to plan on how I can use different methods to help them all to learn. If I didn’t teach it in a way they could understand, I will have to change my instruction to better suit their needs.

4. What are the differences between principles of learning and different phases of models of instruction?

Learning has to do with the student, and how they receive information, I think that the child development class I took, and my psychology class has done a good job of showing me this. Each student learns in his/her own way. Instruction has to do with the teacher, and the different ways they can relay the information. Some ways don’t work for their class, so they have to change it. It can be really difficult, but you have to do what you can to help your students succeed.

5. My classroom management plan.

I will use the sticker system for younger students

I will use the red, yellow, and green turning cards for 2-4 grade students

I will use “Think Time” and responsibility cards for 5-6 grade students

