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1. What are the essential characteristics of a productive learning environment? How do you plan to weave your personal educational touch into these characteristics?

One of the important one’s for me is to create a safe and inviting learning environment. I believe that if the students feel threatened in their classrooms, they are not going to learn anything. I want to have a caring environment; I want the children to be able to trust me. When we have built this bond, it will be much more fun and exciting; they will want to learn. Our Education class is an amazing example of that! We all care about each other, and that is why we are able to get so much stuff done. Another good characteristic is Personal Teaching Efficacy. I believe that I will be able to promote learning in my classroom; I know that my students will be able to learn in my class, no matter what their ability is! If I am positive about learning, my students will as well. Mrs. White, you do an amazing job with this. I know that you enjoy teaching our class. You are a fantastic role model; which is another good characteristic for the classroom, Modeling and Enthusiasm. Your activities are what show us your enthusiasm. Being able to manage your classroom is a good tool. I am looking forward to this (I know, I am weird). We have learned about behaviors in Mrs. Straley’s class, and different ways to discipline. It its fun to be able to think about why your students act a certain way. I also have realized that planning ahead of time can prevent a lot of problems from occurring.

2. How will your personal characteristics contribute to a productive learning environment?

I am a very caring, and enthusiastic person. I always have things to say. There would never be a dull moment in my classroom. Everything will be well thought out in advance, and I will practice to keep everything positive. When things are negative, they are harder to deal with.

3. How do you plan to manage your classroom? Carefully evaluate methods of disciplining students, creating compelling learning activities, and engaging students in their learning. 

I love the idea of turning cards, and sending home letters to parents to keep them involved. I also like the idea of “think time” and responsibility cards. I will give at least two warnings, and then I will implement my discipline plan. I like to give a lot of hands on activities, so it is easier for them to connect with what they are learning; I like to play games as well. I want them to be just as excited as I am about the subjects.

Define:

Explicit Curriculum: The curriculum found in textbooks, curriculum guides, standards, as well as other planned formal educational experiences.
Implicit Curriculum: The kinds of learning children acquire from the nature and organization of the classroom and school as well as the attitudes and actions of their teachers.
Integrated Curriculum: Curriculum in which concepts and skills from various disciplines are combined and related.
Extra curriculum: Learning experiences that extend beyond the core of students’ formal studies.
4. What forces influence curriculum? 
The Federal Government, textbooks, teacher professionalism and Individual Teacher’s philosophies.

I think that the State has a lot to do with what is set for curriculum. If they do not do what the federal government has required, funds can be taken away. When funds are taken away, a lot of other things will go wrong for the school. We are even seeing things being taken away just because of cutbacks. I really miss field trips!!
5. The text discusses essential skills. List each and explain how you might use each in your future classroom. What evidence of essential teaching skills do you see in your field experience classroom?

Self-discipline and motivation to learn, organizational skills and goal setting, personal and moral responsibility, control of personal impulses, self-awareness in terms of personal strengths, needs, and values. I think that I have all of these traits, but I know that I am not perfect at them. I am human! I will work on these things because not only will they be helpful in the classroom, but in my everyday life as well! I want my students to learn these traits as well.  
