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[bookmark: _GoBack]	On March seventeenth I willfully drove to Kauri Sue Hamilton to complete the service learning assignment for Salt Lake Community College’s EDU 2010 class. As I was in the office getting assigned to a classroom, they had a teacher there that I had volunteered for previously, I enjoyed her classroom so I was more than willing to go to her class again. But then they told me her class and two other classes were going to the aquarium for a fieldtrip today.  Of course I would want to go on a field trip with them! The assistant principle took me upstairs to one of the other classes because they needed help with their children in wheelchairs.  I was assigned a child from room 201 and stuck with his class for the day. The teacher was an older woman who was very dressed up for St. Patrick’s Day. The minute I got into the room I saw that she was franticly making sure that she had enough people to be one on one with her students. She had three Para-Educators in her class, four parents, myself, and herself to push.  She made sure that each child had a bag attached to the students chairs with things they may need during the trip. We then took them all outside to the buses. It was a very slow process. A Para and I stayed inside while the teacher and her other Paras would take a child to a bus to be loaded and strapped in. Once we were all in the teachers made sure that there were enough adults on each bus to take care of the children. Off we went to the Aquarium! When we got there, we went through the same process to take them all out, but we were quick to get straight inside for touring. We all took our assigned child to each display. I am not really sure how much my child really saw. He was so sweet! But he spent most of his time with his head hanging to one side and looking up mostly at the ceiling and lights. One of the Paras showed me how I could gently move his head to see, so I would do that once in a while for him, but he would lift his head back up and put it right back to the side where he liked it. Part way through the Teacher of room 201 had some of the children stop who have feeding tubes, to feed them some pediatric type drinks. I took the time to help my child drink his chocolate milk out of his bottle. The teachers and Paras are so sweet to these children. They kiss them and do funny things to get them to laugh. We went through the whole thing pretty quickly, I was quite impressed with the layout of the building. It was all wheelchairs accessible and the inclines were very gradual and easy to push them up and down. The final destination was the ocean section where they have a clear tunnel under water.  All of room 201, children and adults sat there for at least twenty min. The children were very relaxed in that environment. The music was very calming and the light coming through the water onto their faces made a lot of the children fall asleep, including the child I was accompanying. We all met at the buses again, and loaded them into the same buses and went back to school for lunch. The teachers were very grateful for how smoothly the trip went but tease how they never want to do it again.  We fed all of the children their lunch and took turns eating lunch ourselves. I have noticed that the teacher relies very heavily on her staff to be with the kids and teaching lessons. She had to run around a bunch with paperwork in her hand. I can’t imagine the type of paperwork that she would have to complete for a fieldtrip. The Paras read books and danced for the children. One of the children was vocal and could say some of the words to the songs being played. I loved how they had buttons that said ‘yes’ and ‘no’ for the children to push when they were asked a question. I think that it is great to empower the children. After five hours of volunteering it was time to go home. But I came back to Kauri Sue the very next morning and was placed in room 205, the room I have been in before. They put me in this room because I am going in to general education. It this room they are all mobile and can mostly eat on their own. This room has been categorized as moderately severe for mostly behavior disorders. There is a lot of self inflicted injury, crying, yelling, spitting, and hurting others. The Paras in this room are much younger, almost fresh out of high school. I can tell that the children have a hard time respecting them. There is just something about the older teachers. They are firm and loving at the same time, and the children are more willing to listen and obey. Paras in this school are like babysitters. The teacher for 205 is not in the room with the children very often. She was in her office a lot with paperwork, and would leave the room to take papers to someone else, or to take a child to the nurse or some other kind of testing. But when she is in the classroom she takes notes on the children’s progress. They worked one IEP goals with the children. I work directly with one of the students and the teacher. I had to kind of hold the students head still and lift up his arm so he could choose to engage his own movement towards a card out of two that he thought the teacher was asking for. The cards switched sides each turn for four turns and when he got it right the teacher would put a plus sign in a box and if it was wrong she would put a minus sign and then find the percentage of his work at the end. She says they do this once or twice a week for the year to track their progress or degeneration. The teacher was very clear in her speech towards her students. I understand that the teachers in these classrooms at Kauri Sue will be much different from a general education classroom with only one or two students with IEPs. The teachers do get a lot of help from Paras, but the children did not like having to work in the classroom. It would be really hard to teach these students everyday. I love the opportunity to learn new things, and see what learning and teaching is like in these different classrooms.




