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Chapter 9 Assignment

Adolescence: Do you think that other factor besides changes in cognitive development may contribute to adolescent egocentrism? How might the emphasis in TV commercials of appearance affect and adolescent’s concern with self? Can you recall any specific instances from your adolescence when your thinking underwent a change? How might this change have related to your cognitive development?


Media has a huge influence on children. I did an eight-page research paper all about it, and even my FCCLA project on it. Media, as soon as they start watching TV or reading magazines, will influence children. These days the media is full of sexual and vulgar images. In my paper, I focused on the media’s ‘Ideal Image.’ The actor and actress’s characters portray what the ‘Ideal Image’ is. For example: Skinny = success, popular, happiness. Overweight = worthless, depressed, the butt of the joke.


Parents make their television the babysitter. They will sit their child down to watch TV while they do their own thing around the house. The television is watched, on average, the minimum of three hours a day. There is plenty of time for something inappropriate to be watched. That can never be taken back. TV shows can be very sexual. Even if they are just flipping through the channels, they could see something sexual.


I remember that happening to me when I was very young. I will never be able to get those images I saw out of my head. It is almost like pornography. I remembered thinking about how I needed to be seductive like the women on TV; just to be popular and to get boy’s attention. I really wish that I did not have that mentality through the end of elementary and middle school. You do not need to act like that to get boys to like you. 


I know that TV can make you want to have physical relationships for pleasure. I wanted more than anything for a boy to kiss me. And now, most of society is this way. Our society is going down the drain because of the media. It is sad!

