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Intelligence

· Think of intelligent people whom you know well. What unintelligent things do they do? All of them are bound to do some unintelligent things, so why do you consider them to be intelligent people? Were you emphasizing some factors at the expense of others? Explain. 

· Did you ever consider that the homeless shelter might be filled with people of tremendous potential? There might be a world-class archer, a great poet, a magnificent violinist, and a great president. However the archer never happened to try the bow, the poet never tried writing, the violinist ignored music, and the president never ran for office. Instead, they worked at other things and weren’t very good. Some might think of themselves as failures, although they would have been successful if they had only tried these other things. What argument is being made by these statements? How would the concept of a general intelligence refute this argument? 

Some really intelligent people I know have horrible social skills. They excel in all their schooling, yet they have very little people skills. They could whip out a three-page math problem for their teacher, but they could not start or keep a conversation going with a classmate. I am not saying that not being social is unintelligent. It just “looks” unintelligent. Their posture just looks awkward when they are confronted. Then there are the really intelligent people who thrust it upon everyone else. They put the people around them down. In my opinion, that shows their unintelligence. When you try to make other people look dumb, you look dumb. 


Just recently, there was a homeless man with a “golden voice” that was discovered by a news man. They were in their company vehicle, and saw this man holding a sign on the side of the road. The sign said something about the golden voice, and one of the men in the vehicle asked to hear the voice. They were amazed with what they heard, and he became a world-wide sensation overnight. It is possible! Homeless people have talents too, they just do not know how to use them as well as other people do.


The argument being made in the second bullet means; if you do not practice your talents or work to learn anything new, you will loose it or not even gain it. You will be stuck in the same place not progressing. I have always been taught to practice my talents, and to share them. If I hide my talents, I would loose them. Working hard can make everything about you better. Is that not what life is all about, to be a better person? I know it is. Intelligence is not everything, it is that hard work and practice that will get you somewhere.

