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Chapter 7

Cooperation vs. Competition

Cooperation vs. Competition. Based on your knowledge of American culture and child development, respond to the following questions:

· Is competition over-emphasized in American Society? Why? What are the advantages of such a competitive attitude? What are the disadvantages?

· Identify situations that you have observed in which competition has actually interfered with people achieving a goal. Is competition emphasized in children? What recommendations would you make to parents regarding their child’s participation in soccer, baseball, ect.?   
I do not believe that competition is over-emphasized in American Society. This country was based on independence, and more importantly ‘the American Dream.’ The American dream automatically brings competition. If you really want something, you have to go after it. We compete in jobs, sports, dating, school, almost everything. Life would be completely different without competition. Competition pushes us to do better in our everyday lives, to be better people, to build up society. I can think of an American experience that brought us all together; the race to the moon. Because of that tremendous American victory, we have jumped to new heights in technology. Our lives were all changed because of that competition with the world. The only disadvantage that competition brings is that there is only one winner. There is always a possibility that some of the losers might just give up and stop trying. Some people just do not realize that to have success, you have to fail sometimes to learn. 

I have seen some competitive situations where it has actually interfered with people achieving their goal. High school students work so hard to get good grades, and get into a good college. There is not a lot of money available, so they work really hard towards getting scholarships. Colleges require and ACT test from all students. Some of the students are brilliant students, and horrible test takers; while some students do horrible in school and get really high test scores. Colleges do not look at what classes the students are taking, and what there GPA happens to be. They think that this test is going to show them exactly what the student is like. I had a GPA of 3.6, and my ACT score was a 20. I would not get hardly any scholarship money. My ACT score was too low. Students are competing to get into school, and the ACT is just not fair to the students. You could ask any high school student on how difficult the ACT was; they will tell you how a lot of the material did not make a lot of sense, and there was not enough time to be able complete it in a way they would have liked. It is a cheap competition.

Competition is emphasized a lot in children. They are constantly being compared to other children. They have to do what ever they can to stand out and get approval. Like if a child does not eat their food, the parent can make a competition by racing to finish first. Children are compared to their siblings, and peers. So nature just makes competition.

I think parents need to stick there children into sports. They need to have some kind of drive in life, and sports can teach them how to get that. Everyone likes to win. Parents just need to let the child take care of themselves, and to not push them into competitiveness. That could become a big mess. Children in sports just need encouragement.

